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AGED CARE — WHEATBELT 

131. Ms M.J. DAVIES to the Minister for Regional Development: 
Can the minister please update the house on how the Liberal–National government, through royalties for regions, 
is helping to provide more options for aged care in the wheatbelt, as I was pleased to see the release of a new 
aged-care strategy for the central eastern wheatbelt at the wheatbelt conference in Merredin recently? 

Mr B.J. GRYLLS replied: 
I thank the member for Central Wheatbelt for her first question in the Parliament and I wish her well. As the 
member for Central Wheatbelt knows, she will make a substantial improvement on the last member! 

Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Members! 

Mr B.J. GRYLLS: Aged care is a vital component of government service delivery. I acknowledge the Minister 
for Energy; Finance, who has moved very quickly to fix the anomaly in the cost-of-living assistance payment so 
that residents of aged-care villages who were not getting a singular bill from Synergy or Horizon can now access 
the COLA payment. That is, again, a very important way of recognising seniors in our community—and well 
done on moving quickly.  

It is vitally important, though, that we have those facilities for aged people and seniors to move into. Many 
families have to grapple with the challenge as their parents get older. The member for Central Wheatbelt and her 
family are going through some challenges with her grandfather at the moment, and last year my grandmother 
passed away in the wheatbelt town of Corrigin. It is the same issue. Making sure that we can provide for people 
who have given so very much to their community in their last years is absolutely vital. That is why what is 
happening in the wheatbelt with the Central East Aged Care Alliance is vital, with 11 local governments coming 
together to plan for the aged-care needs of their community and to make sure that the pioneers who helped build 
the wheatbelt region have a place to retire to and to be looked after in their later years. The Wheatbelt 
Development Commission is leading this measure. It is partnering with the commonwealth government through 
Regional Development Australia. We need good support from the commonwealth government to make sure that 
our recurrent funding of high-level care can occur. That is vital. 

Mr F.M. Logan interjected. 

Mr B.J. GRYLLS: That is very interesting, member for Cockburn. 

The report will now be circulated to our key stakeholders in the federal Department of Health and Ageing, the 
WA Country Health Service, Home and Community Care WA, the Department for Communities and the 
Department of Transport to make sure we have good across-agency collaboration on the project. 
That brings me to the aged-care projects that have been funded by royalties for regions in the wheatbelt region 
for just under $18 million. They are a $4.4 million expansion to the Dryandra Hostel in Kellerberrin; a 
$1.6 million expansion to the Killara Adult Day Care and Respite Care Centre in Northam; a $1.4 million 
expansion to the Moora Frail Aged Lodge; and a $5 million project for the Lakes and 4WD Aged Persons 
Housing Strategy Alliance at Williams, Wagin and Woodanilling. 

The government is looking to partner with local governments and local communities to make sure that aged care 
is put front and centre on the map. This week ABC Radio has been running a series of interviews and stories 
about aged care. It is telling that, while the media are raising the stories, the government is already acting to 
remove the anomaly around the COLA payment to people in aged-care villages and is already making sure it is 
investing in infrastructure for aged care. The Liberal–National government, rather than following the news, 
continues to make the news.  
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